
 

 

     

 

           March 5, 2021 

RMYC RESPONSE TO THE DRAFT TORONTO FORESHORE MASTER PLAN NOW ON DISPLAY. 

In our response to the preliminary Toronto Foreshore Master Plan (FMP) released in late 2020 and discussed 
with council staff and consultants at the time, we indicated that the club supports the direction and that it was 
clearly an Improvement on council’s original proposal. Our response pointed to major deficiencies which we 
know had already been highlighted in ‘community consultation / pop up sessions held by council at the time. 
Those deficiencies have now been replicated in the draft FMP giving rise to the proposition that LMCC are only 
interested in taking the positives from any feedback received whilst ignoring the deficiencies. The views of the 
RMYC – as a key stakeholder and the community as a whole need to be taken seriously. We – like everybody 
else, want to see the Toronto Foreshore developed as a user friendly community facility as quickly as possible, 
but we want to see it done properly. 

Following is an updated version of our December 2020 submission in response to the now draft FMP.     

1. Parking is a forgotten consideration in the draft and now proposed plan, and it must be questioned 
as to why. Our understanding is that the FMP design is meant to activate the Toronto waterfront, 
so what does that mean. Does it mean bringing visitors to Toronto and are those visitors local, 
regional, state, interstate or even international? If this is the case, then they must have a way of 
getting here and somewhere to park because there is a clear lack of reliable, frequent public 
transport that makes it worthwhile for visitors. 

2. Lake Macquarie is an aquatic playground and given the right sort of facilities, can attract water 
borne visitors to Toronto – local, regional, state, and national. Toronto is one of the few places on 
the lake where the town is next to the waterfront. What better way to increase visitor / town 
activity, than to make it easy for water borne visitors to moor / park their boats, hop off and enjoy 
what the town has to offer. The RMYC Toronto, has had for some time, long term plans to extend 
the existing marina and tap into the water borne market, but without access to additional parking 
space, extension of the marina is not possible and will therefore never happen.   

3. Comments heard at the community consultation / pop-up sessions held late last year, suggest that 
angle parking down the southern side of Bath Street is a consideration. We do not think it is 
enough, but we would certainly support it.  

4. Suggestions that the northern side of Bath Street have some right-angle parking interspaced with 
trees, presents some issues. Firstly, the interspersed trees worsen the parking issue in the precinct. 
Secondly, the current pathway would have to be widened into Bath Street to accommodate tree 
planting which in turn require maintenance and potentially places some constraints with 
maintenance of the RMYC Club house.   

The RMYC have over some time, approached LMCC with a view to leasing the footpath area in Bath 
Street alongside the club for its parking needs. The club is still very much interested in pursuing this 
option and would be prepared to negotiate on costs associated with bringing it to fruition.  

5. The now draft Foreshore Master Plan shows that the Wharf Street launching ramp is to be 
removed. There are limited parking spots adjacent to that ramp and comments made at the 
‘community consultation / pop-up’ sessions late last year, suggest that some 29 spaces (not 
verified) would be required if the ramp where to remain. If this is the case, the launching ramp in



Bath Street will be put under significant pressure from people wanting to launch their boats and it 
is not unreasonable to expect that the 29 spaces required at Wharf Street would instead, be 
required at Bath street. The proposed plan for the Bath Street area, does not include any trailer 
boat parking and with the Wharf Street ramp removed, launching facilities close to the Toronto 
township will cease to exist.  

Council’s view is that the Bath Street ramp is private ramp owned by the RMYC Toronto. It is true it 
is under the Permissive Occupancy lease for the RMYC Marina, but it should also be noted that the 
Bath Street ramp was installed with financial support from LMCC, RMS and the RMYC and whilst 
responsibility for its maintenance is with the RMYC, it is available to be used – and is used as a free 
of charge public ramp. Does the RMYC and its members make use of the ramp, of course they do – 
they hold some significant regattas which bring all kinds of trailer-able boats to Toronto – the 
participants of which again make use of the town’s facilities, and isn’t that what council want?   

The RMYC is happy to entertain any discussion that results in the Bath Street boat ramp being 
maintained in its current position and is open for public use.  

There are some other considerations that have often been totally overlooked when it comes to the RMYC 
Toronto’s position on the Toronto Foreshore. 

1. It has often been stated by Councillors and council staff, that the Bath Street land is just being used 
as overflow for the RMYC. This is incorrect and was never more obvious than at the peak of the 
Covid19 pandemic. During this time, the club was closed, and the car park was empty and yet there 
were still many cars parked on the Bath Street land – presumably used by local workers, boat ramp 
users, court attendees or visitors to Toronto. Photos are available to support this. 

2. Does the Bath Street land get used for parking by visitors to the RMYC – yes of course, as it does for 
other events in town – Toronto Public School functions, market days in the park, Boat Festivals, etc. 
Visitors include the many people that regularly recreate on the lake to sail, go power boating or 
fishing, but also make use of the facilities in Toronto in support of their activities. The RMYC – and 
the Toronto Amateur Club host many regattas that bring people from other regions as well as 
interstate, all of whom make use of the facilities in Toronto during their stay. One such event is the 
Heaven Can Wait Charity Sailing Regatta, which – since its beginnings 15 years ago, has raised 
$470,000 in support of the Cancer Council and Marine rescue. Is it the view that LMCC would not 
be in support of this when one of the reasons for progressing the development of the foreshore is 
to encourage inbound tourist activity? This is not meant to be a request in support of making the 
Bath Street land a car park, but simply a request to look at the whole picture. 

3. Combined with support for recreational boating on the lake, parking around the club is often at a 
peak when the club supports the many community-based functions in the area – wakes, school 
presentation nights, community social group meetings, weddings, etc., with more than 300   
events. Minimising the parking in the Bath Street area will only serve to reduce the recreational 
boating and community-based activity supported by the club – is that what LMCC want? 

4. The RMYC has 2600 members – most of whom live in the west ward of councils LGA. It is a Not For 
Profit, debt free, community based club – respected by the local community. Whilst we do have 
poker machines, we do not portray ourselves as a gambling hotspot. Our club is a heritage building 
- the former Arnott’s holiday home, and whilst there may be many people who do not see any 
value in it, we are a ‘Royal’ club and one of only a handful in the state let alone the region.  

The FMP as it currently stands with reduced parking for boat trailers and cars and a lack of frequent 
and easily accessible public transport, will reduce visitation in the area - and hence deactivate 
rather than activate the Toronto Foreshore. Needless to say, it will have a negative impact on the 
viability of the club and the question has to be asked – is this what council want?  

We now understand that the council have commissioned a Lake Activation Study to determine how to 
encourage greater usage of the lake for recreational purposes, and a Traffic Study for Toronto. Would it not 
make more sense to do these studies before the FMP is finalised so that the results can be incorporated



into the plan thereby creating a fully integrated plan instead of the hotchpotch plan as it stands. Or is the 
case that council want to do something before the council elections so they can say how good they are? 

In providing feedback on the proposed Toronto Foreshore Plan, the board of the RMYC Toronto simply ask 
that the whole picture is looked at and that serious consideration be given to working with the club to 
secure additional parking in support of its, the communities and visitor’s needs.  

The Board – RMYC Toronto.         


